Atypical anastomosis of laryngeal nerves.
The larynx and its associated structures derive their chief source of innervation from the superior and recurrent laryngeal nerves. Surgery of the larynx requires a sound knowledge of the normal anatomy as well as variations that may be encountered in this region. We report the presence of rare communications between the right external and internal laryngeal nerves as well as between the right external and inferior laryngeal nerves via a thyroid foramen. In addition, we report on bilateral innervation of the respective ipsilateral aryepiglottic, transverse, and oblique arytenoid muscles by the internal laryngeal nerve, which is contrary to the classical descriptions of this nerve. The anatomic features are described and clinical implications are highlighted.